LITERARY ESSAY FOR A Streetcar Named Desire by Tennessee Williams

The essay will be approximately 1200-1800 words, and will follow proper MLA format (to be discussed in class).

***Important Note:
Along with direct references from the play, you must use evidence from another reputable source to help confirm your analysis.

· Start by browsing through the critical essays/academic discussions of Streetcar Named Desire found on the EBooks website

https://ebooks.infobase.com/

username: westwoodc
password: warrior

Here are some suggestions:
Bloom's How to Write about Tennessee Williams
Tennessee Williams Bloom's Bio Critiques
Tennessee Williams, Updated Edition Bloom's Modern Critical Views
A Streetcar Named Desire Bloom's Guides
A Streetcar Named Desire - Tennessee Williams, New Edition Bloom's Modern Critical Interpretations

There are also a few books available in our school library (and the public library as well) that you could use for your essay. 

Remember that this work will need to be original and your own, using quotes from the text and one or more secondary source(s) to support your ideas.  

Plagiarism will be strictly dealt with.





CHOOSE ONE OF THE FOLLOWING PROMPTS FOR YOUR ESSAY:


1. “The most dramatic conflicts are perhaps, those that take place not between men but between a man and himself – where the arena of conflict is a solitary mind” (Clark Moustakas).
Show how the most powerful and the most intriguing conflicts in A Streetcar Named Desire are internal rather than external.

2. Literature often depicts individuals who are, or who see themselves as, different from the people around them. Write an essay in which you explore some of the struggles that arise from such differences (real or imagined) in A Streetcar Named Desire.


3. Discuss the dramatist’s use of stage directions. What light do they throw on Williams’ view of what is important in the play?

4. A symbol is an object, action or event that represents something or creates a range of associations beyond itself. In literary works a symbol can express an idea, clarify meaning, or enlarge literal meaning.
In A Streetcar Named Desire, focus on 1-3 symbols, analyzing how that/those symbol(s) functions in the work and what it/they reveal about the characters or themes of the work as a whole.


ESSAY RUBRIC

A.	Literary Essay

	Outcome
	Requirements of Outcome
	 Level Achieved   

	2.2.3 - Appreciate the Artistry of Texts
(10 marks)
	Demonstrates a perceptive understanding of the content of the text and the literary features. Student is able to analyze the effect of the techniques used.
 
	

	4.1.3 – Organize Ideas
(5 marks)
	Demonstrates strength in the use of various organizational structures, techniques, and transitions in text to achieve purpose and ensure unity and coherence
Supporting examples and quotes are well integrated into the essay
MLA style is followed
	

	4.2.4 – Enhance Artistry
(5 marks)
	Uses appropriate and effective language for the purpose. 
Voice is impactful.
	

	4.3 – Attend to Conventions
(5 marks)
	Application of Canadian spelling conventions, use of capitalization/punctuation, word choice and grammatical structure to achieve clarity, artistry and intent
	

	Outcome 3 – Select and Process Information
(5 marks)

	Demonstrates superior skill in relating information from secondary source(s) to thesis statement 
Supporting examples and quotes are well chosen to support the argument
Secondary sources are well understood and used with purpose
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